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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—P olice. 


The Bharat Mitra, of the 14th July, refers to the case of suicide com- 
oe e mitted by an up-country man in Calcutta, who had 

Rain gambling in Calentie. = ost some money in rain gambling, and requests 
Government to put down such gambling, as it has commenced to lead to such 


grious consequences. 


9 Acorrespondent of the Gramvasi, of the 15th July, nays that the 


the Khelor thn daroga of the Khalor thana in the Ulubaria Sub- 
: = Oieberia Subdivision of the division of the Howrah district, refused to take down 
Howrah district. a complaint preferred by Babu Abinas Chandra 
Sarkar against some police officers who had unjustly cut down a mango tree 
belonging to his grandfather. 
§ The Sudhdkar, of the 15th July, says that recently some constables 
of Kareya, Ballygunge thdna, near Calcutta, had a 
The constables of Ballygunge fo4ht with some residents of that part of the 
suburbs. A constable was taking a goat to the 
thina, when a fellow, with whom the constable is said to have some misunder- 
standing, objected. A quarrel ensued, in the course of which the constable was 
thrown into an adjoining pond and well thrashed hy some people of the locality 
including the man referred to above and his mother. But immediately after, a 
strong police force arrived on the spot and beat even many innocent persons. 
The writer was present on the spot and can testify to the high-handed conduct 
of the police on the occasion. Even constables from the Collinga thana joined 
in the affray. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


4, The Chdéruvdrtdé, of the 11th July, draws the attention of the Munsif 
of Sherpur in the Mymensingh district to the cir- 
cumstance that stamps are not purchasable at all 
hours of the day in Sherpur, although the number 
of stamp vendors in the town is not very small, and hopes that the evil will be 
soon remedied. 
. The Burdwdn Sanjivant, of the 12th July, has the following :— 

ae a The writer’s observation of the acts of Govern- 
cary ment and the judi- ment during the last few years has led him to the 
Sees conclusion that Government no longer cares for an 
impartial administration of justice, The writer may be mistaken in holding 
this view, and the intentions of Government, which has always shown a careful 
regard for justice, may be very good, but, judged by its acts, Government 
low seems to be determined to make its admiuistration more rigorous than 
before, In all its remarks on the acquittal of accused persons sent up by the 
Police, it indirectly takes Magistrates to task for acquitting a large number of 
en persons. And the Magistrates, who carefully sift the evidence which is 

a med against accused persons, and then let them off for want of satisfacto1 
y —, are now rebuked, disgraced, and degraded by Government, whilst the 
a: who are rebuked by the High Court, are praised by it. Does not this 
- at Government wants Magistrates to convict all accused persons, no 
erg whether or not there be evidence against them ? From this one may 
=a pencente that Government no longer wishes to make justice its guiding 
aya aes but wants to make the administration more rigorous with the object 

intimidating the people. 
The Sahachar, of the 13th J uly, referring to Raja Suryya Kanta’s trial, 
The Mymensingh case. observes as follows :— sie 

was a bj It matters not whether the asami in this case 
. whid tee or an ordinary labourer. The point of importance is the manner 
conducted “4 case was tried. Considering how Messrs. og and Hallifax 
em to be moors in this case, the liberty of none of Her Majesty’s subjects 
who live in rm e. The writer imbibed the idea with his mother’s milk, that all 
the Mahara: é British Empire are free, and not even the Viceroy—nay, not even 
ani herself—can put her finger on the body of a beggar in the street, 


Sale of stamps at Sherpur in the 
Mymeasingh district. 
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until he has been proved guilty of an offence in a Court of J ustice 
English system of administering justice is an admirable one. And Mr. Philk 
has violated this system in'the:trial of Raja Suryya Kanta.: As:he was the ¢, a 
plainant in the case, he could fot, under the: law, try it himself, And 4 
writer was, therefore. surprised to learn that Mr.  Hallifax (was trying the ¢. , 
under the direction of Mr. Phillips! - Mr. Hallifax admitted this in open Clie 
He also said that he had consulted: Mr. Phillips: at’ every ‘step. It had bite 
settled by Mr. Phillips that the Raja should be permitted to appear by atin 
But one day, the Assistant Magistrate required the Raja to: appear in person, 
The Raja obeyed. He was im fever, still ‘he, stood in the dock. Mr. Hallifar 
says that he waé busily engaged when the. Raja.walked into the dock. But 
the writer knows well what this statement means. It means that Mr. Hallifar 
assumed. for the time being an attitude of supreme indifference, and looked as if 
he did not perceive the entrance of the Raja into the Court. And then after 


the Raja had been in the dock for some time, a thief was: ordered to enter int 


it, and the thief stood by the side.of the Raja, After passing sentence on the 
thief, Mr. Hallifax turned towards the Raja and said—‘if you wish you can 
take your seat in the body of the Court.’ But the Raja had then suffered the 
whole humiliation, and the request to be seated in the body of the Court was q_ 
perfectly useless one. Mr. Phillips tried to mend this: mistake, and wrote a 
strong letterto Mr. Mano Mohan Ghosh accusing him of having given bad 
advice to the Raja with the object of injuring him (Mr. Phillips) by exciting 
public sympathy on behalf of the Raja. This shows that, in spite of all his. 
bravado, Mr. Phillips was not at heart without. fear. The letter addressed by 
him to Mr. Ghosh has been filed with the record of the case. What does all 
this mean? Fortunately, instances of official madness. like this are rare. But 
they do occur now and then. Here is an instance of gross abuse of power by | 
a high officer of Government, and is not. Government.bound to punish that | 
officer? In the opinion of the writer, the officer in question deserves greater | 
punishment than even the Lushais and Afridis who commit raids :on Her Majes- | 
ty’s subjects. Ifa French ruler commits oppression on any of Her Majesty’s | 
Colonial subjects; the British Ministry requires France to give.indemnity for the | 
same. But here is a case in whicha Raja has been put to great trouble and | 
expense, and why should he. not receive compensation? Hf the Raja gains on 
appeal, he should be given compensation out of Mr. Phillips’ own pay. Mad | 
officers like Mr. Phillips should be turned out of, the public service; nay, Gov- 
ernment cannot help turning them out. If a man can be punished for com- 
mitting dacoity through sheer want, why should -not a, man be punished for 
committing dacoity in the name of the law? : 
7. The same paper says that Mr. C. N. Banerji has been for a Jong time 
Mr. C. N. Banerji, Deputy in Howrah as Deputy Magistrate. It is said that 
Magistrate of Howrah. he is a native of that place, and, he should be 
therefore transferred elsewhere. In a recent case in the local Small Cause 
Court, Mr. Banerji defrauded his creditors by pleading limitation. 4 
8. The Hindu — of the 13th July, says that < patorenee — 
ene the public have drawn from the Mymensingh amar 
The Semensiogn ave. is that, higher authorities cetetéhdendion it is the 
District Magistrates who enjoy the greatest amount of power in this countty. 
In the case against the Bangavasi newspaper, the prisoners, though charged 
with sedition, were allowed seats in the Court. But in this case of a Magis: | 
trate versus a Raja, the accused was made to stand in the dock along with® 
common culprit. The writer does not know whether the explanation of his 
conduct given by Mr. Phillips in the Englishman newspaper has satisfied the 
Lieutenant-Governor, but he can say with confidence that the general public 
have not been satisfied with it. Mr. Phillips ought to be taught a severe lesson, 
or his high-handedness may some day involve a whole district in Pc 
In conclusion, the writer asks the Lieutenant-Governor if he thinks that the 
eople of Mymensingh will be satisfied with Mr. Lokendra Nath Palit alter 
fr. Phillips’ regime. Sah eee 
9. The same paper says that the new District Judge of Rajshahi com 
bie to Court at 11 a.m., but remains engaged in the old 
Be District Judge of Raj- yoom till 2 p.m. or later, when he comes out to 
his Court. ‘The business of the Court has, th 
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ghd panes Phat begs gr youn _ oo Iry on 
oe Thee he di — —_ > oe believe fa nt Mer noice set 
= an De ‘papers rel not ac aiabdé then si ar aoe story an s story ted 
ie he Bs a0 Magis ating to: thi er it ne would be ot apa me the com Reg 
md 8 been > satish ~~ Th 18s com “sewer A rs ime to ¢ their wh ain- 
en the owed ed, but ara ged | at were Pive a ry the case: Mf > & 
8 7 went to sit he avin ? sent t ny ord © ? but 
and men to there to as selle r com lain been ex rf Babu Kailas to ’ 
passe quit th sell rs of atin ined t¢ plained as G the 
" d the e b their icles 1 hat th to the ec Govin 
had 0 Distri followi azar. O goods, sin Mahim ey had 4 odeniibain - 
fp idzict Bumaieient og he Be a Meg Src — 
07 pposed, uperint sed ord ? . Philli ere ord s Bazar Or som 
» Criminal] Som endent er:— lips re ered and t ) 
Proced © police of Poli consider the hat 
e ure Cod must be ee red is firs zZamin- 
, seoeasting: Th rs tter is mo t order 
g. Th ng th ore seri : 
e petitic e pendi ous tha 
solianale fotos 
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for their daily livelihood once to open market, and they must be 

these gross smuresilants. I consider that offences have. been srantalited = 

sections 143, 341, 504, Penal Code, &c. @ > Pe Ener 
I direct that Bharat Rai, Ananda Tantra, Jabbar Bux, Mansur, Kal; 

Maidhar, Sadir, the Faridhur piyddas, whom petitioners may identify (ns im, 

unknown) be arrested on warrant. Eee AS he feng 


ss | | HL A. D. PHILLIPS, 
Ve | | HOA Magistrate, 
The 1st March 1892. bf ee ds gistra 


Kadir corroborates—says 20 or 30 of them went to sell and’ were ‘fore 


bidden, and brought — eir things unsold, <«: : | 
_ Case to be tried by Mr. Hallifax, Assistant Magistrate. 


«HLA. D. PHILIP, 
: Magistrate, 


Now, the writer does not see what offence the zamindar’s men committed 
in bidding the raiyats to quit the bazar. The bazar belonged to Mahim Babu 
and he was certainly entitled to levy a rent on every man who sat there for 
purposes of selling goods. Does not Mr. Phillips himself levy rents on people | 
who sit about his court for selling sweetmeats, &c.? The zamindar was 
certainly to blame if he refused the men admittance into the. bazar after levy- 
ing a rent from them, but there was no evidence to. prove that such rent had | 
been levied. Mr. Phillips also thought fit to transfer the case from the file of | 
Babu Kailas Govinda to that of Mr. Hallifax. Mr. Hallifax tried the case 
under section 506 of the Penal Code, and passed the following judgment :-- 

“There is, however, no doubt that both Bharat Ray and Ananda Mohurrr — 
were in the bazar at the time and that the piyddas were acting under their 
orders, Some of the raiyats went to them and they said they must leave the — 
bazar. I think these facts constitute an offence under section 506, Indian | 
Penal Code. Although no words have been proved conveying any definite threats, 
yet the fact that piyddas turned these men out of the bazar is in. itself threat 
of personal violence if they did not go, and the bazar. being public bazar, 
although the land belonged to Mahim Babu, they have a right to stay there.” 

The men were fined and sentenced to imprisonment, but on appeal to the | 
District Judge, the sentence of imprisonment was quashed and the prisoners 
were let off with only a fine. | 
__ he writer would ask the Lieutenant-Governor to enquire why Mr. Stephen, 
a resident of Mymensingh, was found closely watching the case. It is rumourd © 
that Mr. Stephen, who, by the bye, is a friend of Mr. Phillips, had some mis- 
understanding with Babu Mahim Chandra Rai, and in order to wreak his vet- 
geance upon that gentleman, induced his raiyats to institute the complaint 
against him, 


STs. 11ps an F : 
in A gall Kanta case. aiitax has the following _— 


; The ceremony of laying the foundation stone 
of the Mymensingh water-works—a gift of Raja Suryya Kanta’s to his native — 
district—was honoured with the presence of the Lieutenant-Governor, and His 
Honour availed himself of that opportunity to publicly pay a high compliment to 
the Raja for his public spirit and benevolence. His Honour said; ‘ The many 
acts of public utility and charity of Raja Suryya Kanta Acharyya Bahadur 
merit the esteem of the public, and he 1s reckoned as the leading benefactor of 
the district.” What a difference between the picture of the Raja as painted by 
Mr. Phillips and the picture of him as painted by Mr. Phillips’ master! His 
Honour so said; “The second in importance to the water-works is the help 

he rendered to the extension of railway to Mymensingh. I cong 

the people of Mymensingh and the municipality for the inestimable g of the 
Raja Bahadur.” Mr. Phillips, Mr. Hallifax, see what your master, your earthly 
Providence, the Lieutenant-Governor, has said regarding the Raja: And yn! 
have made that same Raja stand in the same dock with that Karim 


Shame upon you! Shame upop the dignity of your office! Shame upon, your 
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: { And. ape ‘your ‘wery lives! Is the man worth the 
judicial ge hecrng = of o deserves to be horioured? As regards the 
pame, who ct ulting him’ ‘will’ do° hint‘ to harm: But how will you show 
Raja, your “the ublic: with : your-faces blackeried ‘as ‘they have been ? After 
yourselves +0 anatier of the Raja’s liberal donations in aid of works of public 
eT te oes on thus:—Mr. Phillips, if you have eyes to see, see; 
utility, oP Te hear ‘hear; and if you have sense, consider how oppressive 
Ew have made to figure as a defendant in a criminal case ? 
is the Raja ee ehaeit h t yet failed. He has made a donation of 
The stream of his charity ~i no y * ome seal ta te peed: be hs tine 
= yoy Fen og ft a sonido tend ie iio; and he has given Rs. 3,000 
wee ot the Seaitiens in Darjeeling: His acts of charity are ‘too numerous 
pe te of recapitulation here. ‘Every year; on the epee of Soy Durga ye. ss 
he gives away in charities, maha - gee ag = 7 A ces tonite 
og ong, Be pen be i oo a : high title of distinction from 
im * ioe ha ; ie: pence use of his title, and who has spent 
in Makh of ropeed for ‘eiving his tenants the benefit of a pure water 
a, will surely suffer no harm if you, Messrs. pt nn and gogo a 
a daring robber. For the sanctity of the holy river _ es - mye - y 
by the throwing of nightsoil and sewage into Pome bent be = Fores 
its stream of unclean water against the sacre ‘ as ue Ae co ie 
but it is the leaf of the Tudts: F xown which is - at z SS a hh ae 
The language, therefore, ' whi “you have app ~~ an ' r is hoor: 
have accorded, to the Raja’ will not m the least deroga ct rom egy ote 2 
they will increase his honour, But, alas! every ~~ ae e country — 
a bad name you have earned. “Owing to your bad deeds even your . ho 
henceforward cease to be méntioned in society. Who are you to put an 
upon the man whom God*has' niade honoured and respected? It is ull the 
same whether men ‘like:‘you honour or dishonour the Kaja. hed ie hea 
caste) woman throws away the precious pearl because it nt not “ Bi um | cm 
took it for, and the fine edge of the diamond is lost by being ru ; _— 
the hard horn of the ram. We are = sorry for what has happened, and we 
think that our Kaja too is not sorry for it.’ : | lise i 
l4, A pl crs rd ‘0 "the ‘Prakritt, of the 16th July, speaking of the 
ve mukhtarship examination, writes as follows:— 
cheseunaembrena essed Oe The mukhtarship examination has been of late 
made extremely stiff. The number of text-books now exceeds 20. — like 
the Mitakshara, the: Dattak Chandrika, a book on Muhammadan law, w ya ™” 
absolutely of no use to mtkhtars in practice, have to be read. And in order to 
pass, the candidates must obtain 66 per cent. of the total marks: a percentage, 
that is, which is double that required of BL. candidates. Again, in the = 
voce paper the candidates must get 60 per cent. of the marks. Last year oe y 
116 out of 658 candidates passed. The President of the Pleader and Mukhtar- 
hip Examination Committee is asked to lower the percentage of the pass marks 
for the mukhtarship examination. A 
1d, In reference to the case in which a respectable leader of the 
Burdwan Court, the son of the Chairman of the 
Burdwan Municipality, was fined Rs 5 for haying 
: pushed out of his house a police constable who ha 
called him a liar, the Sulabh Dustntk, of the’ 21st July, says that in upholding in 
appeal the sentence of the lower court, the J udge, Mr. O’Kinealy, told the 
appellant’s counsel that “if you push’a man-only with a view to oust him, you 
“al push him as much as you can, but, if you get angry and push him, that is 
“minal.” Now it is not clear what’ Mr. ('Kinealy means. If his meaning 
8 that if without being angry a man pushes another by mutual understanding 
or by ) p,2. Joke, he commits no offence,’ there was no necessity for the 
amned udge to give the. explanation, for everybod knows it vipa? fe But 
i this is not his meaning, then it follows that nobody has the right todo any- 
thing which might be construed to be an offence under any circumstances. 
But is there not such a thing as ‘extreme provocation” under which a man 
May commit a petty assault: without making himself liable to punishment under 
the law ? And was not extreme provocation given when a common constable 


When pushing rT a Criminal 
offence. 


PRAERI1, 
July 16th, 1892, 


Sutaba Dainix, 
July 21st, 1892, 
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called a respectable pleader like the appellant a liar to his face? Doo, th 
section of the law relating to extreme provocation, then, apply to Euro ° 
alone, and not toa native like the appellant in this case ? — 


Praised be 
courts which are proving the ruin of the country ! the law 


(c)—Jails. 


PRAKRITI, 16, The Prakriti, of the 16th July, says that under the new rule prisoners 
July 16th, 1892, ~ _ in a dying condition or unfit for work will be 
P The new jail rule regarding yeleased from jail, but will not after thei 

ying prisoners. : : r 

release be treated at the hospital gratis, The 

Hindu Patriot is in ecstasies over this rule, but the rule appears in a very 


different light to the writer. Prisoners who are either dying or have become 
unfit for work cost something to Government, and Government wants to save 
expenditure by getting rid of them, ‘There is no good intention in the matter, 


(d)— Education. 


Bava vast, 17. Referring to the appointment of Dr. Rasik Lal Datta to officiate for 
July 16th, 1892, Dr. McConnell in the Calcutta Medical College, the 
seit te ho Datta in the Bangavasi, of the 16th July, asks why Dr. Datta 


was not permanently appointed to the post on 
Dr, Chandra’s retirement, when it appears that he is deemed competent to fill _ 


it. The post has been for a long time looked upon as one reserved fora 
competent England-returned native doctor, and Dr. Rasik Lal should have been | 
appointed to it immediately after Dr. Chandra’s retirement. 
PRAKRIT, 18. The Prakriti, of the 16th July, says that the Lieutenant-Governor | 
July 16th, 1892. Soins te lh himself admits that the number of Entrance candi-— 
teoonbadoememee dates in the district of Bankura has fallen off, and 
yet His Honour has asked the Bankura Municipality to curtail its educational — 
expenditure. Again, if Bankura is not made acentre for the Entrance examina- © 
tion, a great many people of the district will have to give up every idea of 
giving their children high education, for it will be impossible for their boys to 
come to Burdwan in order to appear at the Entrance examination. The writer 
asks the people of Bankura to agitate on the subject, and to carry their agitation 
to Parliament if necessary. 
Hindi BaNaavasi, 19. The Hindi Bangavasi, of the 18th July, says that the work of con. 


roy ay ee neh structing a building for the proposed industrial school 
wane Udine or ne Propored in Bihér has been made over to a European contrac 
tor at an estimated cost of Rs. 12,000. Was there 
no native contractor in Bihar that even such a small work had to be made over J 
to a European? 
SvuLABH DalINIk, 20. The Sulubh Dainik., of the 19th July, has an article headed The 


July 19th, 1892. iit ts Downfall,” from which the following extract | 
Mohan Vidyaratna as a Govern- made :— 
ment stipendiary. The learned and venerable Pandit Bhuban Mohan 
Vidyaratna may be able to prove by means of that logical skill and subtlety of 
which he is an acknowledged master that by accepting a post under Government | 
he has not acted contrary to the spirit of the Hindu shastras. But the public 
have no longer any faith in the words that may come out of his mouth; they 
now want to look into his heart and hear what his conscience says. And was 
he really reduced to such pecuniary straits as to be compelled to accept servit 
for his own subsistence and the a cane of the few people whom he enter 
taines at his house? This is not to be believed, seeing that he is still revered like 
a god wherever he goes, and people are never satisfied that they have given 
enough. And supposing that he is really in straits, Hindu society has not yet 
become so poor or callous as to turn a deaf ear to his request for help. There 
aro still in the country wealthy Hindus like the Maharaja of Darbhanga, th? 
Maharani of Kasimbazar, the Maharaja of Susang, the Rani Hemanta Kumar 
of Putia, the Raja Sasisekhar of Tahirpur, the Raja Suryya Kanta of Mymer- 
singh, Kumar Binay Krishna of Sobhabazar, and a host of others, Any one° 


these persons can not only give all the assistance the Vidyaratna may require, | 
but maintain half a dozen tols at his own expense. 
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91, The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 20th July, had heard with parmm-o-Ssmacean 
Assistant Inspectorship of SOITOW that Mr. Hill would be appointed to the  _CHANDRIKa, 
g,joolt, Burdwan Circle. post of Inspector of Schools, Burdwan Circle, and ig 7" **** 
w glad that Babu Beni Madhab De has been appointed to the post. Beni 
Babn’s learning and ability are well known, and Government has given proof of 
ound judgment by giving him the Inspectorship. Speaking generally, 
Furopeans ought not to be appointed Inspectors of Indian schools, natives bein 
pore fit for those posts. No European Inspector of Schools ever acquitted him- 
ifas creditably as Babu Bhudeb Mukerji. Rai Radhika Prasanna Mukerji, 
Bahadur, has also surpassed European Inspectors in ability. But as regards the 
Assistant Inspectorship, an able Deputy Inspector of Schools and not Babu Shib 
Chandra Gui of the Sanskrit College should have been appointed to that post. 
“9 one questions Babu Shib Chandra’s worth or ability, but Deputy Inspectors 
cho have grown Old in doing the work of inspection, should have been con- 


dered possessed of a preferential claim to such a post. — 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


99, The Charuvarta, of the 11th July, draws the attention of the Chair- — caarovarn, 
The Sherpur charitable dispen- man of the Sherpur Municipality to the fact that no July 1th, 1892. 
sary in the Mymensingh district. indoor patients are admitted into the charitable 
dispensary, though there are orders for the admittance of such patients there. 
The writer would also beg the municipal authorities to see that a compounder 
and a dresser remain in the dispensary when the doctor in charge goes out on 
his private practice. : 
93, The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 12th July, says that the passage of porowan Saxzvant 
| night soil carts, one after the other, from morning _ July 12th, 1892. 
Night soil carts in the town of ¢i]] 12 noon, on the road leading to the court-houses 
— in the town of Burdwan causes great inconvenience 
to the local public. Instead of going one after the other, the carts should start 
all at once and take the comparatively unfrequented road leading from Radha- 
nagarto Kalibazar vid Bishata. ‘The time for running the carts should also 
be changed to 1 p.M., when the road in ‘question is used by a very small number 
of people. It is hoped that the Commissioners of the Municipality will consider 
the proposal favourably. 


(g)—Ratlways and communicate ns, including canals and irrigation. 


Ha ik taliles aia tee 24, ; he Sanjivani, of the 16th July, makes —gyyyvasn, 
Brahmeputra in the Mymensingh the following protest against the proposal to con- July 16th, 1892. 
district. _ struct a bridge over the Brahmaputra at Nasirabad 
in the Mymensingh district :-— 

It is difficult to see how Mymensingh town will benefit by a bridge, 
beyond getting an easy passage across the river during six months of the year 
when the river remains almost full. And would it be advisable for the District 
Board of Mymensingh, which has an annual income of only two lakhs and 
twenty-one thousand rupees, to borrow two lakhs of rupees from Government at 
interest for making a bridge ? The loan will be repaid in 15 years, and the 
interest during that period will amount to Rs. 83,834. So, during the next 
15 years, the hands of the Board will be completely fettered, and no work of 
greater public utility, such as the construction of roads, the digging of tanks, 
the excavation of canals, can be undertaken by it, and even the public works 
already executed will have to remain without improvement or repair. Con- 
dering how the people of the district suffer from scarcity of water during the 
summer season, it has become very necessary to excavate a large number of 
tanks ; and a re-excavation of the old canals, which have completely silted up 

as become necessary, not only for securing increased facilities for inland navi- 
gation, but for giving the district a good drainage system. 
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(h)— General. 
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25. The Charuvarta, of the 11th July, says that the sub-registry office  casvvanra, 
a. Jswarganj sub-registry in Iswarganj} in the Mymensingh district is not July 1th, 1892, 
ss e Mymensingh district. well spoken of. The writer will, if necessary, 
Publish the charges made against the office. | | 
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Sanachan, 
July 18th, 1892. 
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CHANDRIKA, 


July 14th, 1892, 


BaNGANIVaS!, 
July 15th, 1892. 


BaNKURA DaRPAN, 
July 15th, 1892. 


SaNJIVANT, 
July loth, 1802. 
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26. The Sahachar, ~ ‘5; : 1 — en wy ee gg the rumour tha 
oe ir Charles Elhott will shortly brin ; 
Mr. Phillips in - — nto the Beng al Secre tariat. y ring Mr. P hillipg 
27. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 14th July, has not now an 
i doubt whatever that a man of Mr, Phillips’ ¢ Y 
Mr. Phillips. ought on no account to be kept in charge de 
district. Many peopie would like to see Mr. Phillips removed from the public 
service altogether, but the writer will not go so far as that, for he has not the 
courage to go so far, and he knows full well that such a proposal will never he 
carried into effect. All that the writer would therefore suggest is that Mf, 
Phillips should be removed from the rank of a District Magistrate and place 
in a position in which he will have no occasion or opportunity to exercise official 
authority over others. Such a post may be found for him in the Bengal Secre. 
tariat or in the Board of Revenue, where he will have to work under abl 


officers. 
28. The Banganivasi, of the 15th July, asks if Mr. Hallifax’s promotion to 


Rie. Miltidan's peatnetten. the charge of the Narainganj subdivision is meant 


| to be a reward for his high-handed conduct towards 
Raja Suryya Kanta. 


29. Referring to the Lieutenant-Governor’s recent visit to Bankura the Ban. 


a . __.., ura Darpan, of the 15th July, writes as follows:— 
RF gaa overnors visit 1. Great preparations were made for His 


Honour’s reception, and large sums spent for the | 
—- The Lieutenant-Governor delivered a speech in which he expressed. 


imself satisfied with the condition of the roads in Bankura, and the lo tn of 


the Bankura people. But did His Honour make any enquiry as to ow the 


Bankura people are passing their days just now? Did the authorities inform 
His Honour of the condition of the Bankura people? So far as the writer is | 


aware, nobody thought it his duty to say anything to His Honour on the 
subject. The fact is that every one was anxious to save himself from the 


Lieutenant-Governor’s displeasure and had not time to think of anything 
else. 


2. Before the Lieutenant-Governor came to Bankura it was. hoped that 


his visit would lead to a removal of the wants of the district. And it was in 
this hope that the writer mentioned some of these wants in this paper. But 
His Honour has apparently paid no heed to the subject. 


_ 3. Bankura is a very backward district as regards education, The parents 
and guardians of buys here have still to be persuaded to send their boys to 
school. This being the case, the proposed abolition of the Government school 
in this place will have a most detrimental effect on education. Again, the 
school in question is a self-supporting one, and there is, therefore; no necessity of 
abolishing it. 


The writer’s complaints on the score of insanitation: and water-scarcity 


Bankura have received no attention from the Lieutenant-Governor. Probably | 


these complaints were not properly represented to His Honour, for xf they bad 
been, something would certainly have been done in the matter. 


30. The Sanjivam, of the 16th July, says jthat Mr. Phillips having left 


tea weal tial Mymensingh on leave and his foremost disciple 
eee ere Mr. Hallifax having been transferred to the Narail- 

ganj subdivision of the Dacca district, the people of Mymensingh will onc 
more breathe freely and can hope that justice will be done in their district. In 
regard to Mr. Hallifax’s transfer, however, the question may be asked if 1t has 
been panes to place an inexperienced lad like him in charge of subdivision. 


Mr. Hallifax should undergo three or four years’ judicial training in the § 
before he is placed in charge of a subdivision. 


31. The same paper regrets to notice that the Government of India bas 


The volunteering question. re] ected the: petition submitted to it for the 


sion of Indians into the volunteer corps. It appear 
that the Government has not yet been able to dispel from its mind its dastrust 


of native loyalty. How long will this state of things last ? 
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oe _ 82. The same paper has -the following on 

rhe Lienténant Governor on the the Lieutenant-Governor’s recent utterances at 
cooly quesuam Purulia on the cooly question :—~ 

The writer has been astonished and grieved, to read the Lieutenant- 


Governor's remarks on the a y question during his recent visit to Purulia. ~ 


fis Honour has heard front the Deputy Commissioner of Purulia that oppression 
-*, connection with cooly refruitment has considerably abated, and, therefore, 
abelieves ‘the statement’ made by the genéral public in Purulia that these 
oppressions have rather increased of late.’ Tle “writer hag published in this 
naner AuMerous reports of SP nons committed By the arkatie on the coolies, 
ind 8 will now say, nathiing ‘tiord himself of the’subject, but pote from the 
‘ reports: submitted to Gover ment in this connection ‘by the o cials in Chota 
Negpat. ‘Most of these officidls have characterized the process of recruitment as 
nothing short of kidnapping. ‘As for the happiness and prosperity of the coolies 
in tlie tea gardens, the writer will shortly publish evidence to show the sort of 
prosperity they enjoy there. The following extracts are then given— 


TESTIMONY OF LOCAL OFFICERS. 


The Commissioner of Chota Nagpur writes :—_ 
- “Kidnapping. and. wrongful confinement cases are common to all the 


-districts of this Division, but the cases of cheating are mostly confined to Lohar-— 


daca, where the complainant’ is the local agent, and the accused a cooly who has 
absconded after taking advatices. | a 

“ While the cases of. cheating severally include false. personation, those of 
wrongful confinement in gevergl instances:are distinguished by certain elements 
which bring the work of recruiting into great disrepute. There are also several 
instances of abduction, and of the recruiter having taken advantage of family 
quarrels, and: some of the coolies being in the first instance enticed away under 
promise of work locally? , 0... 0°. a ee cult 


- “The number of convictions obtained is remarkably small, being ‘57. only 


in 252 cases, and some of these were afterwards reversed on ey but the 


paucity of the convictions garves- to accentuate the. difficulties o 
Ulustrating how hard it is for, aggrieved persons to get their wrongs redr'essed. 
“ The cases which do not’ constitute offences under the Penal Code, or, to 
speak more correctly, which were treated as not constituting such offences, are 
very numerous; and, omitting complaints under‘Act I of 1882, which are triable 
lke ordinary offences, consist of complaints to the police on which no action 
was taken beyond entry in the station diary, and miscellaneous petitions to the 
Mavistrate, which, howeyer, are mostly petitions to search depots. The sum 
total of these complaints and petitions for the whole Division is 487, and’ when 
It is found that they nearly all refer to the disappearance of some member of 
the petitioner’s family, the. question arises, what does it signify? There are 
“ases where it would be obviously improper to regard the number of petitions 
8 2 measure of the iftensity of the grievance complained of, but this is not 
uch a case. The complaints do not come from the same locality, or relate to 
‘ame facts, but from all parts, and describe distinct events, entirely unconnected 
with each other. How, then, is it. possible to doubt their genuineness? The 
requent recurrence of the same form of complaint by persons unconnected with 
a other must have an impression on the minds of all who carefully consider 
® subject that abuses do occur which ought to be repressed.” 


The Deputy Commissioner of the Sonthal Parganas observes :— 


but Py only system which prevailed here was the one called free emigration, 
the , - is spoken of by the péople as the “sale” system, and this is owing -to 
el: practice of arkatis, who have enticed away young girls and married 
sh from their lawful guardians. Under this so-called free emigration 
i a abuses prevail to a large extent. Sons FRR gee are constantly 
The y arkatis, and women and girls are inveigled by the most crafty devices. 
aporchena? observed, and the sudden disappearance of persons cause people to 
Awa, wd mischief, and it is therefore not to be wondered at that emigration to 
8 looked upon with suspicion and dread.” 


the sityation, 


SaNJIVANI, 
July 16th, 1892. 
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The Deputy Commissioner of Manbhum, Mr. Baker, an officer who has 
made a special study of the subject, observes:— 

‘6 Cases of improper recruitment may be divided into three classes— 

(a) cases which involve kidnapping, wrongful confinement,. or the use 
of criminal force ; 

(6) cases which involve misrepresentation of the position and emolp. 
ments of the emigrant in the labour districts; and 

“(c) cases where advantage is taken of a temporary impulse of the 
labourer to break his family ties. 

‘‘These three classes do not stand on the same footing. Cases of kidnap. 
ping and the use of criminal force are much more common than is general] 
supposed especially in their less serious forms. These offences are punishable 
under the Indian Penal Code, and are cognizable by the Police. Cases of the 
second class constitute the offence of cheating, and are punishable under the 
Penal Code, but are not cognizable by the police. These cases are common ip 
reality, though they seldom come before the courts.** While the Bengal-Nagpu 

ailway was under construction in Manbhum, complaints used to reach me that 
labourers had been enticed away from home by promise of employment on high 
wages, sometimes on a mythical —. in Eastern Bengal, and then smuggled 
away to Assam. The people of this district are, however, becoming familiar 
with the real character of tea garden work, and the opening for frauds of this 
nature 1s becoming smaller. 

‘If these two classes covered all the abuses connected with recruitment, 
the case for an amendment of the law would be less urgent. I should still con- 
sider the law unsatisfactory; for while, on the one hand, the profits of the | 
contract system holdout great temptations for the commission of offences, the 
emigration law on the other hand facilitates the commission of them success- | 
fully with little risk of detection. But the evils which I have placed in the 
third class stand on an entirely different footing. These acts do not constitute | 
a breach of the Penal Code or other existing law, and are not a criminal offence. — 
They may be, and are committed openly day by day with ever-increasing fre- 
quency, and the authorities are powerless to interfere. Yet, though they 
cannot be punished by law, and though it would be impossible - even expe- 
dient) to make them criminally punishable, they nevertheless do constitute an- 
evil of great magnitude, and one which is felt by the sufferers as a cruel wrong. 
A wife and her husband have a petty quarrel. The arkati, prompt to seize the 
onporenety for his own profit, hastens to widen the breach, and tempts the 
woman to leave her home and her children with alluring pictures of tea garden 
life. Ifshe yields, her home is broken up, and she probably never sees her 
husband or children again. In the same way boys and girls are tempted to leave 
their parents, parents leave their children, husbands their wives. ee 
Out of 2,407 emigrants of all kinds, who left their homes during the year, it 18 
found that 6] husbands left their wives behind, 144 wives left their husband 
and children, and 548 children left their parents. Six hundred and ninety-one 
are said to have gone to Assam against the will of those members of their family 
who remained behind.” 

The Deputy Commissioner of Singhbhum observes :— ; 

‘Cases of abduction do, and I believe, occasionally occur in this way; that 
women are deceived into believing that the arkati who induces them to g0 © 
going cither to marry the woman himself, or take her under his protection. 
The deception is not discovered by her until she finds herself, after ame © 
Calcutta, ended in some depdt and deserted by the man who had brought ¢ 
down. ‘The man’s name and residence being unknown to the woman, if suc 
complaint is made as was done in one case, no endeavours to find the man @P 
possibly be made.” 

The Deputy Commissioner of Hazaribagh writes:— _ iaink 

“ Rusties whilst journeying are shown the wrong wey if they happe? | te 6 
an arkati which way the road to their destination lies. They are tri ed im 
jungle and kidnapped, and taken to some depdt. edential 

“The arkati visits some liquor shop and becomes friendly and conhden’. 
with some unfortunate, whom he finds the worse for liquor. He supplies 0 


with more drink, and then volunteers to guide him home, but instead, takes 
to some depdt. 
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nt villagers are offered work. They unsuspectingly accept the 
ra a ee entering the house where they are to rin find themselves in a 
} 


ep . Rustics are accosted at bazar on a market-day and offered drugged liquor 


ora chilum of tobacco. They get intoxicated after drinking or smoking and 


to some depot.” 
2g 5 Deputy Commissioner of Lohardaga writes:— _ 


1—KIDNAPPING AND ABDUCTION. 


2.—WRONGFUL CONFINEMENT. 


It sometimes happens that persons who are brought by fraud or misrepre- 
entations discover the true state of things at the depdt, and want to return to 
heir homes, but this the arkatis never allow them to do. It has also been 
known that persons having articles for sale have been taken by arkatis to depdts 
under pretence of buying these articles and have been kept confined there. 

“3, Cheating.—It issimply notorious that persons are induced to emigrate 
under gross misrepresentations of the mode of life they will lead in the labour 
districts, women are not unirequently induced to leave their homes in false 
hopes of getting married to the recruiter himself, or of getting protection from 
some other person of position. 

“4, False personation.—In cases of recruitment by kidnapping, abduction, 
or other unfair means, a different person is produced before the registering 
oficer to avoid detection. 

4 “5, ‘Snatching away’ of coolies by recruiters and garden sardars among 
, themselves on the way, attended with offences of rioting, assault, and wrongful 
confinements, and restraints, &c.” 

33, Referring to the rejection by the Government of India of the prayer 
of certain Bengali gentlemen to be enrolled as 
volunteers, the Bangavdsi, of the 16th July, considers 

it noteworthy that a: Bengali can become a member of the Supreme Legislative 
| Gi Council, and even Chief Justice of the High Court, but cannot even voluntarily 
serve as & soldier in his country’s cause. ee 
aie ; 34. The same paper has the following :— 

si csnah te cemamaeos Mr. A. G. Hallifax, Assistant Magistrate of 
Mymensingh, has become well known to the public in consequence of the 
Swyya Kanta case; and many people had thought that the “ boy” Hakim, would 
be degraded for his deceased conduct in that case. But the Caleutia Gazette, 
of the 13th July last, announces his promotion, For from a subordinate capac- 
ity to the charge of a subdivision is promotion indeed! But there is nothing 
to be astonished at, and a good deal to learn, in this. And if this, too, fails to 
teach, the writer does not see what will. Those who are rejoicing frantically 
a Dadhabhai Naoroji’s return to Parliament should carefully note a fact 

€ this, 
Ponishment of Messrs. Phillips 39. TheP rakrita, of the 16th J uly, writes as 
and Hallifax, follows:— 

Mr. Phillips has had recourse to the usual civilian trick of taking leave 
; means of escaping out of a difficulty. The Indian Mirror newspaper says 

at the Lieutenant-Governor has stopped Mr. Phil ig promotion for one year. 
__. Writer cannot say whether or not there is truth in this statement. But 
| Posing it to betrue, the writer must say again and again that Mr. Phillips has 
“t very lightly dealt with. Mr. Hallifax has been transferred to Narayan- 
en) in the Dacea district. But has any punishment been inflicted upon him? 
86. The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 17th July, has 

the following :— 


The volunteer question. 


Manikean : : 
e m 
Ustnet of ae, oa 7! 


k Jat l. It seems that the writer’s description of the miserable condition of the 
8 gan) and Harirampur thdnas, within the jurisdiction of the Manikganj sub- 


i of the Dacca district (R. N. P. for week ending 2nd July, 1892, 
Hone ee 64) has touched the heart of the Lieutenant-Governor, and His 
35 will therefore visit Manikganj on his way to Daudkandi. At Manikganj 

‘utenant-Governor should ascertain whether there is scarcity in any 


he subdivision, and take the necessary measures for protecting the 
from distress, 
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2. If Government wants to save the people of the above two thainas f 
death, it will be necessary for it to join the river Kantapati with the Padma pe 
the Dhalesvari. If a khal leading to Uthali from Aricha, a distance of onl ' 

: 8 : Y two. 
and-a-half miles, be excavated, all water scarcity in the thdnas in question will 
be removed and death from that cause, prevented. The excavation of euch 
khal will also facilitate trade with Goalundo. If the channels of the Kanta : 
and the Dhalesvari, lying between Uthali and Garpara vid Ghiair, be deopened 
by four or five feet, the Goalundo steamer route will admit of being shortened } 
55 miles, and the journey by steamer by seven hours. Fifteen years ago, the 
Eastern Bengal Railway Company recommended the construction of this " 
khal, As the level of the waters of the Padma is lower than that of th 
Dhalesvari, near Ghiair, the khal, the excavation of which is now proposed, wil 
not be likely to be destroyed by rush of water from the Padma. 

3. The raising of the salary of the chaukidars to Rs.5 by Mr. Jenkins 
Magistrate of Dacca, is causing much inconvenience to the poor, If the matte 
is represented to the Lieutenant-Governor, His Honour will certainly cancel the 
Magistrate’s order. 

4. The estimate of the income and the cost of the proposed Dacca-Qou. 
lundo tramway line, which has been prepared by the Government Engineers jg 
an erroneous one. ‘The annual outturn of the line has been estimated at 
Rs. 16,000, instead of at Rs, 6,00,000. At present the despatch steamer plying 
between Dacca and Goalundo carries 24,22,179 maunds of goods, whilst native 
boats and other steamers carry at least 90 lakhs of maunds of goods. This 
being the case, the Government Engineers only proved their ignorance by esti- 
mating the goods traffic on the proposed tramway line at 2 lakhs of maunds, 
Again, considering that the jungly railway line between Dacca and Mymen- 
singh has an annual income of nearly 4 lakhs of rupees, it has been most foolish | 
to estimate the income of the proposed — line at Rs. 1,97,020. Again, 
considering that 8 lakhs of passengers annually use the jungly line between 
Dacca and Mymensingh, it has been most improper to estimate the passenger 
traffic on the proposed tramway at 164,250 men. In fact, under each of the 
three heads of income from the working of the proposed tramway line, the | 
estimate of the Government Engineers is shorter by Rs. 21,346-8. And itis | 
this incorrect estimate by them that has damped the ardour of the members of 
the Dacca District Board. Sir Charles Elliott ought to take these Engineers to task — 
for discouraging a really good undertaking by weans of an incorrect estimate. 
The line will cost only 18} lakhs of rupees which may be repaid in 2 or 3 
years. The writer will, therefore, be sorry if the Lieutenant-Governor does no 
signalize his administration by constructing the line in guestion. | 

87. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 18th July, says that Sir 


Charles Elliott did not do well to refer in his 
PRs an ae the Har- Deoghur speech to a North-Western Provinces 
sa affair, and to defend the conduct of the Hurdwar 
officers. In alluding to the Hurdwar affair, Sir Charles clearly went beyond bis 
province. The public will think that His Honour’s defence of the urdwar | 
officers means that Bengal officers conducting themselves like the Hurdwar officers 

will be similarly defended by His Honour. 
38. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 21st July, cannot approve 


of any one of the three resolutions which were 

pote, Water-supply Conference at adopted at the Water-supply Conference at Belve- 
dere. No real work in this * Hse a will be done, 
if Government itself does not take the matter up. The preponderance of 
Government influence in the matter of water-supply within municipal ares 
will lead to oppression by increasing taxation. Construction of drains within 
rural areas under the authority of the law will also mean oppression. Did not | 

even Naja Peary Mohun see that every one of these resolutions would, when 
enforced, lcad to oppression? None of the members of the Conference have 
greater knowledge of the mufassal than he. i 

39. The same paper says that Mr. Phillips’ transfer to Midnapore will 

we an act of favour to him. Maidnapore will prove 

Mr. Phillips’ transfer toMidna- more agreeable to him than Mymensingh. B 

pore. 4 : o t 

transferring him to Midnapore, Governmen will 
act like the dyspeptic Babu who punished his servant who had boiled his 


ee ee rr ee ee ee ee 


oe 
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hard by making him drink that very milk witha dose of sugar added 


“ " The Dainik-o-Samachar-Chandriké, of the 21st July, says that Sir 
Charles Elliott may well be called a wanderin 
. Lieutenant-Governor. He has scarcel recovered 
trom the fatigue of his late tour, and he proposes to commence a fresh tour on 
the 4th August next. Bengal has not yet seen a smart and active Lieutenant- 
Governor like Sir Charles, who has defeated even the late Sir George Camp- 


bell in activity. 


sir Charles Elliott’s tour. 


I]].— LEGISLATIVE. 


41, The Hitavadi, of the 14th July, has the following :— 

It appears from the draft Municipal Bill that the 
portions of it to which most objections have been 
taken, and the enforcement of which may be productive of the greatest mischief 
to the country, have been left unaltered. Thus the agitation of the people on 
the subject has proved abortive, Government having paid no heed to it. Dis- 
regarding the requests and entreaties of the people, Sir Charles Elliott has made 
up his mind to maintain his own ed. Government is now about to take away 
from the people the right which it had of its own accord conferred on them 
ten years ago. Under the proposed law the people will not be permitted to 
elect the Chairmen of Municipalities, and will not have full power even in the 
matter of electing Vice-Chairmen. Government now considers them unfit to 
exercise those very rights which they, in the opinion of previous Lieutenant- 
Governors, had exercised with credit and ability. Under the existing Municipal 
law, Government cannot, without obtaining the consent of the Municipal Commis- 
sioners of a Municipality, extend or curtail the limits of that municipality; but 
this privilege of the Municipal Commissioners the proposed law will take away. 
The writer’s perusal of Mr. Risley’sspeech has both surprised and astounded him. 
Mr. Risley has framed his Bill on the model of the Punjab Municipal Law. But 
it is no small misfortune for the people of Bengal that the municipal law of a 
province like the Punjab, which is so inferior to their province in education, 
civilisation and political progress, should be accepted as a model for framing its 
municipal law. As one effect of the withdrawal of the right of electing their 
own Chairmen, the municipalities will appear lowered in dignity. Mr. Risley 
says that, of the 80 municipalities which were consulted on the subject, 20 have 
supported the proposed changes, and 60 have opposed them. But it is not known 
how many out of the 20 municipalities which have supported the proposals are 
under official Chairmen, and whether the official Chairmen consulted the Com- 
missioners before giving their opinion on the subject. Mr. Risley has said 
nothing to clear up this point. The writer cannot consider as satisfacto 
Mr. Kisley’s statement, that to the public these will be unpleasant details. The 
public have every right to know, nay, it is very necessary for them to know, 
which of the municipalities in Bengal are prepared to support the illiberal 
proposal, the adoption of which will be a death-blow to Self-Government in 
Bengal. Mr. Risley’s withholding of information on the subject has given rise 
fo suspicions in the mind of the writer. The writer fears that in many cases 
ace Chairmen may have stated their own views as the views of the Commis- 
loners, 
|} Risley says that of the 42 officers of Government who were consulted 
in the matter, only four were opposed to the proposal. But considering that 
the tuler of the province is himself a supporter of the pene it is no wonder 
that his subordinates should speak in its favour. The four officers who have 
cphowed the proposal deserve thanks for their independence. The writer is sorr 


at the Hindu Patriot is supporting the Bill. Surely the Hindu Patriot has lost 
its old independence. 


42, The Sulabh Dainik, of the 15th July, has the following on the 
The Chaukidari Bill Chaukidari Bill :— : 22 
the yin ae It is the firm conviction of Government that 
the ‘- age chaukidar isentirely under the control of the village people, and 
: tha taki aril Bill has been introduced with a view of making the chaukidar 


Self-Government in danger. 


servant of Government. This is clear from Mr. Cotton’s speech. But - 


© writer, dull-witted as he is, is unable to see how the chaukidar is under the 
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control of the village people. It is true the village people pay the chaukidas 
tax, and the panchayets appoint the chaukidars, But besides heoplee oat 
in the village at night, the chaukidar has never been known to serve the Village 
people in any other way. On the other hend, in his weekly visits to the thdina 
the ‘chaukidar is made to do every menial work for the thana people. The 
only control, if control it can be called, which the village people exercise over 
the chaukidar is to call him to account if he fails in his duty of keeping watch 
at night, and it is for Mr. Cotton and his supporters to say if this makes the 
chaukidar the sole servant of the people. 

It is Mr. Cotton’s wish to vest the chaukidar with all the powers of a 
constable, and in this way to reduce very largely the number of the regular 
constabulary of the Province. But the writer fails to see any necessity of 
making such a change—of making a change, that is, which will be productive 
of more harm than good. Everybody knows what oppression is committed } 
police officers, high and low, during their occasional visits to the mufassal, and that 
oppression will certainly increase in consequence of the existence within the 
limited: area of a village of four or five chaukidars possessed of full constabp. 
lary powers. The writer fails to see why Mr. Cotton and his master should be 
so anxious to increase police oppression in the country. It is true this part of 
Mr, Cotton’s proposal means a considerable diminution of the police expendi- 
ture of Government, a rasult which will give great satisfaction to Sir Charles 
Elliott, who is so anxious to reduce public expenditure. . But would it be an act 
worthy of the British Government to reduce its expenditure in this miserly 
fashion? There are items of expenditure which can be reduced without 
impairing efficiency of the administration. And why does not Sir Charles 
Elliott direct his attention to these? Take, for instance, the large annual ex- 

enditure on the hill exodus, the tour expenditure of the Lieutenant-Governor 
himself, and His Honour’s own very fat salary. Are not these capable of 
reduction? Very slight reductions in these will yield a larger saving of money 
to Government than 9 | reduction of the regular police force of the Province 
ever will. Sir Charles Elliott should bear in mind that the policy he is going to 
follow in this chaukidari affair will cast discredit on his name, unless he yet sees 
fit to reconsider the measure. 

In conclusion, the writer would ask Government to explain clearly what 
improvements in the existing state of things it expects from the passing of the 
Bill. If it really expects that the chaukidar will, after the amendment is passed, 
discharge his duty more satisfactorily, then the writer would like to be told 
clearly and definitely in what way the chaukidar will give greater satisfaction. 
The people have been repeatedly told that everything thé Government does 
is for the good of its subjects. The Arms Act, for instance, has been passed for 
the good of the people; the Consent Act has been passed for the good of the 

eople; the Municipal J3ill is going to be passed for the good of the people. 
But the people will this time ask the Government to point out to them clearly 
and. eecileae in what the good of passing the Chaukidari Bill will consist. 
And if it can do that the people will not utter another word against the 
measure. 


Epucation Gazerre, 43. The Education Gazette, of the 15th July, referring to the British 
July 16th, 1892 ‘The British Indian Association Indian Association’s letter to Government on the 
on the Chaukidari hill. subject of the Chaukidari Bill, makes the following 

observations :— 


The Association says in the course of its letter that Government has praised 
the chaukidari system. But Government has, in point of fact, jeg only the 
old village community and not the village chaukidari system. in, the letter — 
says that in 1870, Government came to the conclusion that it should not interfere 
with the chaukidari system. True, but is it bound to abide by a decision made 
20 years ago? 
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44. The Banganivdsi, of the 15th July, has 
the following :— 


Both Mr. Risley and the Lieutenant-Governor are assuring the people that 
they have nothing to fear from the Municipal Bill, and that no harm 1s meee 
by Government in reserving to itself the power of appointing the ear? 
any particular municipality. The writer is perfectly willing to accept 


BaNGANIVASI, - 
July 15th, 1892, The Municipal Bill. 
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assurance, NOT does he mean to sa 
Governor 18 dealing insincerely with Pe i ae Mr. Risley or the Lieutenant 
that the public are not ‘prepared to pl a ple in this matter. But he must sa 
hom the amended Act will be work od — confidence in the officers 
nunicipalities vests in the District M sailtibin power of supervising the work 
be wholly unaware of the fact that these distri and the higher authorities can O 
¢ Local Self-Government, It will be nes cence Ere Manne Op cane 
oficers, with their increased powers dedi 7 wonder, therefore, if these ‘dist ave 
in the working of a municipalit do thei Soros oe. May flaw, however or 
The writer will prove from Mr. Risley’ to deprive it of its independen ’ 
opposed to Local Self-Government th ns own facts and figures how ce. 
that the provision in the Bill relatin e district officers are. Mr. Risl brant 
er g¢ to the a Ol “aie isi€y says 
by Government has 58 opinions on Ta ot ppointment of municipal Chairm 

Jong received in favour o ea side and 60 against it, and that of th en 
ind 20 by municipalities; and of t i on 38 have been given by offi e 08 
by officials and 56 by municipaliti e 60 adverse opinions, 4 have i a 
concluded that the officials Line diane _ And Mr. Risley himself has inhale 
5 per cent. of the municipalities ha st in a body supported the provision 1g + Mf 
suspects that the remaining 20 ve opposed it. And the writer, for ~ while 
supported the provision are Binet nec om of the municipalities ate ges. 
his on that may be, it is dem an aa over by official 1 Reet 
this point, that the District Magist e array of opinions recel ‘ 
over the municipalities, And gis! are only too willing to exe eceived on 
iaieale SR AA by will they not, when vested with rcise control 
The appointment of Chair intentions in regard to Local Self a — 
Government, for that arran man should not, therefore, be left ; -Government ? 
‘ ‘6 ¥ he ha d f 
in the condition of munici Orcas will surely bring about a a Fi pei 
ss having followed a retro pe ra and Sir Charles Elliott will the eterioration 
tration of the province. — policy in the matter of t tr be blamed 
yey the bast ‘a of rd yo a "that — every municipality has 
uced in which municipaliti ence, that solitary 1 ea 

: . rt] : the same an of aie a pitied wrong ee at thas ocieie 
aw which furnish an ade at there are provisio : pages. 
that remedy is a li quate remedy for such cas ns in the existing 
gentler a - cael harsh, and Government 7 08 says that 
remedy, because a harsh is case a harsh remedy will be b ne ore provide a 
municipality's independen pages will not involve the loss o = than a gentle 
whilst a gentle remedy will. or forfeiture of a 
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Chimay alg _— of Government to pe — in the Bill to 
almost as fmposteds 2 i isley says—‘ the duties of pp 0" of a Vice- 
Seana should be pl ci of the Chairman, and it a's eer see 
” matter, This is sg in a position to exercise an effe we advisable that 
spa i ning eer ort cn ie ba 
emsel aily and high position 1 , where local 
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~ Jat supervisio expected to exercise th a on 
ttt of the say Na unatpscad My sae yd Py o ee eS minute 
- to special rman come to be of special 1 cases therefore the 
of the exj control.” But Mr. Risl importance and require to b 
Vie . Risley may be asked whether the Beas 


sting Act di ; 
e-Chairm ct did not fully realise the importance attaching to th 
e post of 


rolling ¢ her they did not consider the question of Government’ 
nt’s 


Years avg one appointments N | 
Nets. when the - No such control was 
a now when the Lae wah was framed, and it they encygodkerr nce: (Asn cal 
been re ent. The privile ave acquired eight years’ experie Cunneren Benes 
or hed used, and the writ ap granted to the municipalities coors of local self- 
munjer them round er therefore fails to see any necessit i Re as a rule, 
ipalities which Ria restrictions. Can Mr. Risl y of curtailing them 
ave abused their privilege of ‘ania ° _ of the 
ing their own 
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Vice-Chairmen ? There can be no doubt that he would h , 
if he had been able to do so. “ve Given such a lis 


It is unnecessary to criticise the Bill at greater length. The m 


fully one looks into it, the clearer it becomes that by carrying out the Ore care. 


roposed in the measure Government will deal a blow at local self-pover 
t 18 rumoured in some quarters that the authorities do not conte eas 
without uneasiness or with complacence, the growing aspirations of the Mplate 
for a share in the administration of their own country, and hence People 


Municipal Bill, And the writer cannot think that the rumour i ee 
unfounded. wlely 


45. Referring to the proposal in the Chaukidari Bill to appoint tahsildar: 


The Chaukidari Bill. to collect the chaukidari tax where the panchayets 


cannot regularly collect it or pay the chank:; 
the Bangavdsi, of the 16th July, says that the tahsildari 2 hn on on 


Foe yi System will proveg 
source of great mischief to the people. The panchayets being, in the generalit 
of cases, residents of the village itself, must know better than a tahsildar steal 
how and when the tax could be best collected from the villagers. And ¢h 
panchayets cannot be charged with neglecting their duty, for they know ve 
well that if they fail to pay the chaukidars regularly their own property will b 
seized and sold by the Magistrate in order to satisfy the chaukidars’ dues. The 
fact that the chaukidari tax is not always collected in full is Owing not to the 
panchayet’s negligence in collecting it, but to the extreme poverty of the 
masses, and a tahsildar will in no way improve matters in this respect. Tare 
in the municipal towns are collected by paid collectors ; but it is feared that 
not a single instance of a full collection of municipal taxes can be shown, It 
should not, therefore, be expected that, in the villages, where people are much 
poorer than in the towns, any tax will be collected in full. The tahsildar may 
it is true, be able to make better collections by oppressing the poor villa om, 
But in order to keep up the pressure on the people for this purpose it will be| 
necessary to make that pressure constant, and that will necessitate the appoint: 
meut of one tahsildar for every village, instead of the appointment of one tahsil- 
dar for a group of 40 or 50 villages, which is probably what is in the contem- 
plation of the Government. Lut one tahsildar for every village must be a very 
expensive arrangement, and so there must be one tahsildar for a group of say 
30, 40, or 50 villages. But one tahsildar for many villages will mean great 
hardship and inconvenience for the villagers. Supposing a tahsildar to be ap- 
pointed for 30 villages, he will be able to devote only three days in every three 
months to each village. And it should be easy to guess what a deal of hari- 
ship it will be to the poor villagers to have to bring together the entire amout 
of a quarter’s chaukidari tax within the brief space of three days. __ 

46. The Dainik-o-Samdchdér Chandrika, of the 21st July, has the following :- 


oe ne: The Bengal Municipal Bill and the Chaukidan Bill 
piv? Municipal and Chaukidari as amended by the Select Committee have been pub- 
| lished in the Calcutta Gazette, and the former 
has been referred to a Select Committee. The Chaukidari Bill has come ov 
of the hands of the Select Committee almost in the shape in which it went 
and is therefore open to the same objections as the original Bill. Government! 
is determined to make the village chaukidar disobey the village people, to ve 
him with more power, and to include him in the regular police organisatio}, 
and it is not at all likely that it will listen to any protest. As regards the 
Municipal Bill, there is little hope that it will receive any material or sub- 
stautial alterations at the hands of the Select Committee. 


IV.—NativE Sears, 


47. The Sanjivani, of the 16th July, says that the people of Jamaldaba 1 
es Kuch Bihar had been already suffering a 
Flood and distress in Kuch = scarcity, and heavy floods taking place oD the 
7th and 8th July last have served to yee 
their misery, Import of rice into the State is completely stopped owing tot 
flood, and a large number of cattle have been swept away. ‘he aus and other 
crops have been seriously damaged. a) 
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V,—PROsPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


4, Acorrespondent of the Banganivasi, of the 15th July, says that the 
ee people of the Jalpaiguri district are suffering greatly 
Distress in the Jalpaigert = from scarcity of food. Only the other day the 
— Civil Surgeon certified to a poor peasant’s death 
fom eating @ large quantity of boiled jute leaves. And a large number of 
eople submitted a petition to the Deputy Commissioner, in which they stated 
that they could not get even enough kachu plants for food in the absence of 
rice. ‘The writer remarks that if these statements be true, then must it be said 
that the J alpaiguri people are in sad straits indeed. Will the Government, 
after this, deny the existence of famine in the country ? 
49, The Bangavast, of the 16th July, has learnt from its Magura correspon- 
__,, dent that the agriculturists and labourers in Magura, 
Distress in the Khulna district. i) the Khulna district, are suffering from scarcity. 
Has the District Magistrate, Babu Brajendra De, any knowledge of this distress ? 
The writer has not up to this time seen any mention of the scarcity in any 


oficial papers or reports. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


50. The Burdwan Sanjwant, of the 12th July, has received the following 
communication from a friend :~— 
The water-supply question. The reason why people in these days do uot 
care to excavate tanks is that excavation is unremunerative work. A tank, for 
instance, Whose excavation costs Rs. 2,000 will hardly let at Rs. 25 a year, or 
sell for Rs. 600. But it is different as regards re-excuvating a tank. Man 
would be willing to re-excavate tanks if a large number of co-sharers did not 
stand in their way. A tank has sometimes one hundred co-sharers, and it is 
extremely difficult to get all of them to consent to its re-excavation. If this 
dificulty can be removed, there will be no necessity of establishing a Water- 
supply Fund with money begged from Government and the people. Moreover, 
it is not at all likely that the very large sum required for such a fund will be 
raised by means of subscription. As for Government, its financial condition 
will not allow it to give much help in the matter. The writer, therefore, makes 
the following proposal :—When information reaches Government that a tank in 
a village is silted up or is in the course of silting up, it should send a Deputy 
Collector or a Sub-Deputy Collector to report on the subject after making a 
personal inspection of the tank, If the correctness of the information is proved 
by the official report, a notice should be served on the owners of the tank 
requiring them to re-excavate it within a year from the date of the service 
of the notice. And if the owners fail to do so within the prescribed time, 
Government should purchase the tank under the Land Acquisition Act, at its 
proper price, and sell it to the highest bidder by public auction. If this is done, 
the difficulty arising out of joint-ownership will be removed and the new owner 
of the tank will do the work of re-excavation. 
d1. The Sahachar, of the 13th July, thus remarks on Mr. Dadabhai 
7 Naoroji’s return to Parliament :— 
Bi Dedabhai Naoroji's return The return of an Indian, one of the conquered 
riament. ° ° °° ° 
: race, to the highest _—— in the British Empire, 
is @ new event in the English history. It is true that the ancient Roman 
Empire was formed by the combination of many nationalities, and that. many 
instances of the conquered sitting in the assembly of the conquerer can be found 
in Roman history. Onone occasion Spain, and on another Asia Minor, furnished 
even an Emperor to Rome. Nevertheless, Mr, Dadabhai’s return to Parliament 
Proves the greatness and the liberality of the English people. The giving of 
thanks to the electors of Central Finsbury before the election was a very sensi- 
ble device, which must have greatly helped Mr. Dadabhai’s candidature. So 
far 80 good. But so long as Mr. Dadabhai does not take his seat in Parliament, 
t will not be proper to indulge in rejoicings for his election. Mr. Dadabhai’s 
’ection has, it is true, sisal to the world how noble the British Empire is and 
what a glory it is to be a member of that Empire ; but what gain has that event 
. ought to India? Ireland returns 100 members to Parliament and yet what 
“8 It been able to get in the way of political reform? And so what will 
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Mr. Dadabhai single-handed do? The British Parliament is a place in which 
no false coin can pass, No member of Parliament can do useful work who doe 
not know how to fight in a right cause with i. and say the right thing ra 
the right moment. Even the illustrious John Stuart Mill was a failure a, 
a member of Parliament. Thus India will be benefited by Mr. Dadabhai’s elec. 
tion only if he can stand the scrutiny of his ballot and then succeed in making 
the wants of his country known to Parliament in temperate language. Number 
in this respect, counts for nothing in Parliament, for that member is gure ¢, 
succeed who says the right things in the nght way. 

The people of Hyderabad, both Hindu and Mussalman, have held a meeting 
to express their joy at Mr. Dadabhai’s election. This shows that, properly 
speaking, the Congress has no enemies. If everybody could speak cut his 
mind, it would be easy to prove that he has the good of the Congress at heart. 
But some people, such as the Native Princes, cannot speak out their mind, while 
men like Syed Ahmed, Raja Siva Prosad and the Raja of Bhing4, want to gain 
their selfish ends by flattering the European officials, These rejoicings for 
Mr. Dadabhai’s election, therefore, show that a sense of united interests hag 
united all India into a grand whole. 


52. The Hitavadi, of the 14th July, has the following in the course of an 
‘A black man in the British article headed ‘* A black man in the British Paria. 
Parliament.’ pent 7? sce 
India’s real welfare will date from this time. Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji 
has been victorious at the present Parliamentary election. An Indian has at 
last obtained a seat in Parliament ; the people of India have at last been thought 
fit to obtain a seat in the Cabinet of the vast British Empire. Under the British 
rule, the people of India had never before known an auspicious day like this, 
It is true all India was in an ecstasy of delight on the day on which the 
Maharani assumed the direct administration of Iridia, and by sweet and encourag- 
ing words filled with the nectar of hope the despairing hearts of the Indians. But 
not even that joy can compare with the joy of Mr. Dadabhai’s return to Parlia- 
ment. Itisjoy everywhere—joy among princes and people— Hindus, Mussalmans, ° 
Christians, and Parsies are all alike in joy, and meetings are being held in all 
large towns to give expression to the joy. No Indian can be elected asa 
member of any of the Indian Legislative Councils. But an Indian has obtained 
a seat in the British Parliament. This reflects no small credit on the 
English people. Will not that people give the noble system of election to the 
people of India? ‘The people of India will ever remain grateful to the electors 
of Central Finsbury. And if the united blessings of 30 crores of mute men 
can do any good, the electors of Central Finsbury will surely gain that 
good. The auspicious seed which the Congress has been so long in sowing 1s 
now germinating. 
53, The Gramvasi, of the 15th July, says that it is not a matter for small 
Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji’s return joy that an Indian has been elected a Member of 
to Parliament. Parliament. Mr. Dadabhai’s election opens up 4 


new road to India’s advancement. The wants and wishes of India will now be 
told to Parliament by her representative. 


54. The Sudhakar, of the 15th July, says that Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji's 

Mr. Naoroji’s return to Parlia- return to Ai As only proves the magnanimity 
ment. ee of the English people, ‘lhe English being the 
rulers of India might naturally regard their subjects with jealousy, not unmixed 
with a certain measure of contempt. But the English people have chosen 
Mr. Naoroji to be one of their own representatives in the British Parliament. 
And no better ro than this could be had of the magnanimity of the people 
of England. ‘The writer doubts whether Mr. Naoroji’s election to Parliament 


wore have been possible, but for this gonerosity on the part of the English 
peo le. 


No sanguine expectations, however, ought to be entertained in regard to the 
services which Mr. Naoroji may be able to do to his mother country ™ 
capacity of a Member of Parliament. One among 670 members, what may he 
be able to do for India? All that Mr. Naoroji can do for his country is to bring 
the grievances of his countrymen to the notice of Parliament, and to strengthen 
the hands of the Liberal party in dealing with this country. Every Indian, 


[ a 3 


however, 18 glad that a countryman of theirs has been returned to the British 
Pa The Bangavdsi, of the 16th July, has the following :— 

The Babus are jubilant over Mr. Dadabhai 
afr. Naoroji’s return to Parlia- Naoroji’s return to Parliament. The writer, how- 
ment. ever, sees no rhyme or reason in all this rejoicing. 
i, is true Dadabhai is an Indian by birth, but he is a resident of England, and 
his style of living and thinking has become thoroughly Anglicised. He is, to 
1 intents and purposes, an Englishman, at any rate, a Feringhee. The 
tie fails tosee what benefit India will derive from his presence in Parliament, 
pe if itis admitted that he is a patriotic son of his mother country. It is 
s single Indian gentleman that will get a seat in Parliament by Mr. Naoroji’s 
return; but not a score of Indian gentlemen in Parliament will be able to 
change the course or character of British policy in India. Not to speak of the 
ronduct of the higher officials of the Government in this country— will a hundred 
Naorojis in Parliament be able to put a check upon the policy which is followed 
even by such subordinate officers as the late Assistant Magistrate of Mymen- 
singh? The English rulers of India will not, so long as life exists in them, 
allow anybody to interfere with their doings or their policy. Mr. Naoroji’s 
return to Parliament will rather aggravate the evil of a subject-people in the 
a of freedom by increasing the anomaly, and make the road to India’s 
ruin wider. 
56. The Sdraswat Patra, of the 16th July, saysthat Mr, Naoroji’s electio 

, _ to Parliament is undoubtedly anew event in the his- 
Mr. Naoroji's return to Parlia- tory of India, but those who are yiving themselves 
-_ up to wild transports of joy on this account are as 
much mistaken as those who want to attach no importance whatsoever to the 
occurrence. ‘lhe writer does not think that Mr. Naoroji will be able to make 
himself particularly useful to his country in his new capacity, but he may, b 
raising Indian topics frequently in the House, succeed in mducing the British 
publicto pay more attention to Indian questions. 
7. ‘The Dacca Prokésh, of the 17th July, says that of the four proposals 
now before the Currency Association for the solu- 
tion of the exchange difficulty, the third relates to 
the adoption of a gold currency in India. But India being a poor country, a 
gold currency will not suit it. It will, nevertheless, gain rather than lose by 
adopting such a currency. The export trade of India being larger than its 
import trade, the adoption of a gold currency will have the effect of attracting 
nore gold into the country than will go out of it to meet the demands of the 
iuport trade, And so the adoption of a gold currency will increase India’s 
wealth, Though it will not prevent the drain on India’s resources caused by 
the Home charges and by the earnings of Anglo-Indian merchants, it will to a 
reat extent prevent loss from exchange. And it is for this reason that the 
‘niter is for a gold currency. If, however, a gold currency is adopted in 
ludia, it will have to be restricted to transactions relating to sums of Rs. 100 
and upwards, Its use in smaller transactions will be attended with much incon- 
‘uience and oppression. As transactions connected with foreign trade involve 
tg¢ sums of money, the proposed restriction will not affect that trade. The 
‘arth proposal is for compensating from Indian revenue the loss which Anglo- 
ee suffer from exchange, This is a most iniquitousand shameless proposal, 
> 1s only the Anglo-Indians, fattening on India’s money, who can make such 
ag enry Of these four proposals, the Currency Association ought to adopt the 
wt ich relates to the adoption of two metals. It is true the Government in 
ay 1s not likely to give its consent to the adoption of bimetallism in 
ler 2 ut if the Anglo-Indian officers and merchants combiue on the point, 
tt 1ay be able to carry it. If the Government of India pays the expenses 
the office of the Secretary of State in rupees, takes indigenous in place 
Ot foreie y ae Se P 
._8.goods, for the use of the offices under it, imposesa heavy import duty on 


Plece-eoods and ot ° e : 
capitalists amd her articles, and pays in rupee all interest due to European 


sents ne England will be obliged to adopt a bimetallic currency. The 


uported § will suffer no inconvenience by abstaining from the use of goods 
of mone rom England. But England will, on her side, lose immense sums 
Y if her trade with India is suspended. 


The Currency question. 
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if Indian merchants refuse, for a time, to take goods imported 
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58. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 17th July, has the follow. 


ing :— 
In spite of the efforts of the promoters of the 


Indian Currency Association to make their recent 
Town Hall meeting a success, the meeting, so far as attendance was conc 


proved almost a failure. It is doubtful whether even three hundred adh 
were present. The majority consisted of Europeans and Eurasians, while the 
Bengali element was represented by half-a-dozen men, among whom Maharaja 
Narendra Krishna occupied the most conspicuous position. 


The Association has not received the unanimous support of the Anglo- 
Indian community, many of whom believe that it is the exchange difficulty 
which has given a stimulus to the export trade of India. Those Anglo-Indian 
merchants, therefore, who do anything like an extensive export business, are 
unwilling to see the exchange difficulty removed, Some of them, again, are of 


Mr. Mackay on the Currency 
question. 


opinion that a falling exchange is favourable to the tea and indigo interests, 


There can be no doubt that it is the present unfavourable exchange which js 
largely responsible for the enormous increase within recent years of India’s 
export trade in food-grains, aresult which is also partly due to the opening of - 
railways and canals, and to the action of shipowners and railway authorities in 
reducing their rates of freight. It is perfectly clear that merchants doin 
export business in this country have everything to gain by, and are therefore 
anxious to see a continuance of the present state of exchange. 


Now, as it isthe interest of the English merchant which the Indian 
Currency Association is intended to guard and promote, Mr. Mackay attempted 
in his speech at the Town Hall meeting to answer the objections that have 
been raised by some of the members of the European mercantile body, themselves, 
against the views of the Association. The Association has nothing to do with 
the two hundred and eighty millions of Indians, and so Mr. Mackay has not | 
thought it fit to take any notice of the objections which have been made by 
native newspapers against his proposals. Mr. Mackay’s speech is to the effect © 
that—‘‘ The Anglo-Indian’s interest is identical with the Indian’s interest. Any- 
thing therefore that promotes the Anglo-Indian’s interest necessarily promotes | 
the Indian’s interest. Anything that will facilitate British trade in India will 
lead to an increase of India’s prosperity. ‘The question is not one that has any 
reference to the interests of the two hundred and eighty millions of Indians, and 
those interests it is not necessary to discuss or take into account. It would be 
enough if the Association’s proposed memorial to Parliament contained the 
signatures of Europeans and Eurasians, though it was desirable to have the 
signatures of a few distinguished natives too, and a few native signatures 1 
would not be difficult to obtain. The natives will readily sign our memorial, 
and do anything else that we may ask them todo. They are not able to 
understand their own interests, and they are utterly unfit to enter into ths 
complex currency question, which they have never thought over.” It isthe 
support of men like Maharaja Narendra Krishna that has doubtless led 
Mr. Mackay and his friends in the Association to think in this manner. 


It is highly probable that, in considering the Association’s memorial, Parli- 
ment will, in the first place, attend to the interests of the British people, and if 
not repugnant to those interests, it will, in the next place, attend to the interests 
of the Anglo-Indians and grant the Association’s prayer. But the interests of 
the Indians will hardly receive any attention. A member here ora member 
there may feel some interest in the question as affecting the Indians, but such 
members will be easily silenced by being told that the memorial contains the 
signatures of men like Maharaja Narendra Krishna. Official action in reference 
to the exchange difticulty has always been marked by this indifference to native 
interest. On the Commission which sat in 1866, it was only the Anglo-India0s 
who were represented, and in all that has been up to this time done by Govern: 
ment in regird to the currency question it has always thought fit to con® 
Anglo-Indian interest alone. The handful of Indians who have been pers 
to sign the Association’s memorial are not representative men. Nor do ot 
possess any knowledge of the exchange and currency questions. The supp? t 
of such men may enable the Association to throw dust in the eyes of Parliamep 
but all India will protest against such action. ‘The Association 18 40 Io 
ciation of Anglo-Indians only, and its memorial is a memorial of the Ang 
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jians only, 10 which the natives do not possess the smallest interest. The 
Indi duction of a gold currency in India will prove extremely injurious to this 
i, and the measure will never receive the support or approval of any 
‘houghtful Indian. | | , 
59, The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 18th July, thanks Babu 

f Jogendranath Basu, and Pr, Mahendralal Sircar 

The Deoghur Leper Asylum: —__ and his good wife, for their efforts in establishing the 


leper asylum at Deoghur, and thanks Sir Charles Elliott for laying the founda- 
nm stone of the asylum building. 


In this connection the writer feels irresistibly tempted to point to the proof 
that Sir Charles Elhott gave at Deoghur of a feeling heart, by speaking as he did 
of the weaker sexin India, - His Honour said :—‘ A good deal has been said and 
written about the degradation of women in India, but I firmly believe that most 
of these statements are based-on mistaken facts, or a want of knowledge of 
the subject.” But the writer believes that many people wilfully speak vf the 


Indian women 1n terms of dispraise and disparagement. 


60, The same paper says that itis probable that the Lieutenant-Governor 
purposely referred in his Deoghur speech to the 
liberality and public munificience of Kaja Suryya 
Kanta. Perhaps his praise of the Raja at such a 
time was intended to be an indirect rebuke to Mr. Phillips and an assurance 
to the public that the efforts of a hundred Phillipses to tarnish the fair name for 
which the Raja has become such a favourite with the Government will fail. 
The public should note the fact that the Raja is still in the good graces of the 
Licutenant-Governor. 


The lLieutenant-Governor . on 
Raja Suryya Kanta. 


Urtya PAPERS. 


01. The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 22nd June, and the Samvadvahika, 


alia ei of the 23rd June, are still quarrelling over the 
hae. »=** question of the latrine-fee as levied in the Balasore 
Municipality. The latter paper publishes a peti- 
tion which 2,572 rate-payers of. the Balasore Municipality are said to have 
submitted to the District Magistrate, against the alleged oppressive measures of 
that municipality. , 

62. The Samvadvahika, of the 23rd June, reports cholera from the Balasore 
Cholera in Bal town and from Janugunj, Bamunia, and Remuna, that 
ee are situated very near that town. The cholera is said 

to be of a very virulent typo, as the percentage of cures is very small. 


63. The Utkaldipika, of the 25th June, strongly objects to the proposal 
The jury system of the Bengal Government to abolish the jury 
_— system in Bengal, and points out that any attempt 


to abolish it will be looked upon as a black spot on the bright administration 
of Sir Charles Elliott. | 


64, The same paper reports signs of dire distress in the Cuttack district, 
Distress in the Cuttack dicts; and in support of his statement says that certain 
aS ® Wattack district. Door men of the weaver class, belonging to the 

Kujong estate in that district, went over to Dhenkanal vid Cuttack, where they 

anaged to see the Cuttack Collector, to whom they represented that want of 

et had compelled them to leave their homes, and that the Collector received 
“i representation with indifference. pies | 


AssaM PAPERS. 


6. The Paridarshak, of the 11th July, says that Mr. Ward’s proposal to 
Selecti hold an open competitive examination for selection of 
Asam,  Sub-Deputies in candidates for Sub-Deputyships in Assam, will not 
wat benefit the people of the Province, backward as they 
mi : education, unless special favour is shown to them in making appointments 
: = hs © office, as is done by the Bengal Government towards its Bihari and 
— “TY8 subjects, Moreover, the number of Sub-Deputies in Assam, being not 
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more than twenty at the most, the writer fails to see how an examina}; 
be held every year, when there will hardly be one vacancy in the praia of <= 


or four years. The examination is not likely to be a success, specially for the 
last-mentioned reason, 
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